
PINE COUNTY 
MINNESOTA 

MINUTES 
PINE COUNTY ZONING BOARD 

June 23, 2022 6:00 p.m. 
North Pine Government Center 
1602 Hwy 23 N Sandstone, MN 

Members Present: Dirk Nelson, Les Orvis, Susan Grill, Ryan Clark, Skip Thomson, Nancy Rys 
Members Absent: Patrick Schifferdecker, Matt Ludwig (ex-officio) 
Staff Present: Caleb Anderson, Land & Resources Manager; Erin Hoxsie, Zoning & Solid 

Waste Support Specialist 

Others Present: Tim Garvin, Bernard Marx, Jessie Yaeger, Heidi Lindgren (via Zoom) 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Skip Thomson called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion by Orvis to approve the agenda as presented. Second by Clark. Motion carried, 6-0 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Grill commented that the conditions on page 2 and page 4 included "if authorized by the County 
Auditor's office" which was not discussed in the meeting. Grill would like that addition stricken 
from the minutes. 

Motion by Nelson to approve the minutes of the May 26, 2022 meeting as amended. Second by 
Grill. Motion carried, 6-0. 

MINOR SUBDIVISION REPORT 
Grill noted some typographical errors and suggested the County staff write more descriptive 
notes so the Board may more easily understand the split description. 

Motion by Rys to approve the minor subdivision report. Second by Orvis. Motion carried, 6-0. 

MARX CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REQUEST 57316 Thomson Rd, Sandstone, PID: 30.0015.000 
The applicant has requested a conditional use permit to extract aggregate within 300' of Sand Creek in 
the Residential Recreational District. Section 4.4.3E of the Pine County Shore/and Management 
authorizes aggregate extraction as a conditional use, subject to the requirements of the ordinance. 

Anderson walked through the details provided in the staff report. A grading and filling permit was 
issued in 2015 to excavate 1,500 cubic yards to repair damage to roads & bridges due to 
flooding. Orvis and Grill asked why the application was approved originally and why was it 
closed in 2018. Chair Thomson explained it was permitted under different County staff. 
Anderson stated grading and filling permits are typically for small scale, short-term projects, 
long-term excavation requires a CUP. Clark asked if there was a different site on the property 
that could be used for aggregate extraction. Marx stated there was, but he would need to haul it 
over a mile. Clark asked how often the creek floods and how far the water is below the bank. 
Marx said the creek has never flooded and it is about a 15' drop to the creek typically, 
occasionally the creek rises, and the drop is closer to 7'. 
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Bernard Marx spoke in support of his application. He described that he needs to continue 
excavating to flatten out the slope to reduce erosion. He said right now there is a 3' buffer 
between the "road" and the creek. The "road" is recessed, so sediment that erodes down the 
slope funnels to the north where he has hay bales to trap the sediment. Clark asked how 
frequently he replenishes the hay bales, Jessie Yaeger (Marx's daughter) stated they put down 
new bales every spring. Grill asked how long he plans to log his land for and how much longer 
he would need to be pulling aggregate out for logging roads. Marx said about 5 years. His plan 
is to revegetate the current 12' "road" being used to haul aggregate and begin excavating the 
next 12' section up-slope. He argues this will flatten out the slope and decrease erosion over the 
long-term. Heidi Lindgren spoke via zoom for the DNR. The DNR is concerned about pollution 
coming from the salvage yard at the top of the slope running into the creek, not just sediment 
erosion. Additionally, they are concerned that any large rain events will cut into the creek banks 
and erode the bank faster if it is not vegetated. Marx responded that the salvage yard was not 
the reason for him being there tonight and is a separate matter entirely. 

Chair Thomson opened the public hearing at 6:45pm. Yaeger expressed that her father is old 
and won't be logging for that much longer, so wants to fix the erosion issue while he still can. 
Chair Thomson closed the public hearing at 6:47pm. Chair Thomson stated that because he 
lives close to the applicant, he will abstain from voting. 

In review of the project the Board created the following findings based on Section 3. 7.2 of the 
Pine County Shoreland Management Ordinance. 

1.) The applicant adequately demonstrates they will maintain safe and healthful conditions. 
2.) The project will adequately prevent and control water pollution including sedimentation. 
3.) The project may adequately plan for existing topographic and drainage features and 

vegetative cover if a plan is provided. 
4.) The use does not pose a risk due to floodplains and floodways of rivers and streams 

because it is not displacing flood storage. The project is outside of the mapped 100-year 
floodplain. 

5.) The site does pose a risk of erosion potential, however, if a plan is followed, the risk will 
be reduced. 

6.) Items F through J of the conditional use permit worksheet are believed not to apply to 
this situation. The worksheet is provided in the board packet. 

7.) The proposed use is compatible with the uses on adjacent lands due to being 
agricultural. 

8.) The proposed use will not generate liquid waste. 
9.) The proposed use has potential to be a pollution source but may not inherently be a 

source of pollution. 
10.) The site poses minimal risk to pollution. 

11.) The proposed use will not be detrimental to the use and enjoyment or property values of 
other properties within 500' of the subject property. 

12.) There are no parking requirements associated with this project that will impact the 
community. 

Board decided to table the motion. The board would like to see the applicant improve the 
site plan in the following ways: 

1.) Finished elevation plan 
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2.) Time frame for revegetation 
3.) Improved erosion control plan 

Thomson encouraged members of the Board to visit the property. Mr. Marx consented to have 
board members look at the project area. The board will not assemble as a quorum at the 
property due to the open meeting law. 

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
County Solid Waste Ordinance 
Anderson shared that the County Board appointed a committee to explore creation of a 
new solid waste ordinance to replace the County's existing 1993 solid waste ordinance. 
Dirk Nelson from the Zoning Board has served on the committee. The new ordinance is 
nearly ready for a public hearing. The ordinance will have some crossover with zoning 
as it requires licenses from solid waste and recycling facilities. The Zoning Board will not 
host public hearings or appeal hearings as part of the ordinance. 

Guest Cottages and Bunkhouses in Shoreland and Kettle River Corridor 
Anderson described that the Pine County Shoreland Management Ordinance is silent on 
bunkhouses. A bunkhouse could arguably be considered a guest cottage, based on the 
definition described in Section 2.7. If determined to be guest cottages, then proposed 
bunkhouses will need to demonstrate compliance with Section 5.1 .4C of the ordinance, 
which can be difficult for landowners. There has been a recent surge in landowner 
inquiries for building bunkhouses, leaving staff wanting better guidance on how to permit 
bunkhouses. Anderson solicited whether the zoning board felt bunkhouses should be 
regulated as guest cottages. The Zoning Board felt that because bunkhouses do not 
have kitchens or bathrooms and are typically built as extra sleeping space for kids, they 
should be allowed without the compliance requirements of Section 5.1 .4C. 

Tim Garvin, a landowner from Oak Lake, described his interest in building a bunkhouse 
to serve as an extra sleeping space with a desk for telework. 
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